
Early Elizabethan England, 1558-1588 

Chapter 1 Queen, government and religion, 1558-69 Red Amber Green 

The situationon Elizabeth’s accession 

• Society and government 

• The Virgin Queen (character, legitimacy gender and marriage) 

• Challenges at home and from abroad 

   

The ‘settlement’ of religion 

• English Reformation 

• Feature fo Religious Settlement 

• Impact of Religious Settlement 

   

Challenge to the religious settlement 

• Puritan Challenge 

• Catholic Challenge 

   

The problem of Mary Queen of Scots  

• Claim to the throne 

• Treaty of Edinburgh 

• Relatiosn between 1568-69 

   

Chapter 2 Challenges to Elizabeth at homeand abroad, 1569-88 Red Amber Green 

Plots and revolts 
• Revolt of the Northern Earls 

• Ridolfi Plot 

• Throckmorton Plot 

• Babington Plot 

• Walsingham’s spynetwork 

   

Relations with Spain 

• Rivalry with Spain (Trade,commercial, religious and political) 

• The Spanish fury and the Pacification of Ghent 

• Involvement in the Netherlands 1585-88 

   

Outbreak of war with Spain, 1585-88 

• The Amarda 
   

Chapter 3 – Elizabethan society in the Age of Exploration, 1558-88 Red Amber Green 

• Education  

• Leisure 
   

The problem with the poor 

• The poor 

• Changind attitudes and policies towards the poor 

   

Exploration and voyages of discovery 
• Expanding trade 

• Triangular trade 

• New technology 

• Ship design 

• Drakes circumnavigation of the globe 

   

Raliegh and Virgina  

• Walter Raliegh 

• Oragnising the Virginia project 

• Colonisation of Virginia 

• Why coloisation of Virginia failed 

• Roanke 1587-90 

   

 


